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The Chinese men have placid, pleasant expressions; their faces are illuminated by generous 
lighting. The Japanese men are frowning and serious; their pictures are darker and filled 
with shadows. Conceding that there is no "infallible way" of telling the two groups apart 
since they share certain "racial strains," the author nevertheless offers ten "rules of thumb" 
for differentiation regarding height, weight, hip width, hirsuteness, eyewear preferences, 
width of space between the eyes, facial expression, facial structure, gait, and social skill. 
During the war, some Chinese Americans actively disidentified with Japanese Americans, 
featuring "I am not a Jap" signs on their businesses, homes, and, sometimes, even on their 
persons. Racialization, like other forms of politics, creates strange bedfellows. 

57. See, for example, Thomas Sowell, Ethnic America (New York: Basic Books, 
1981); William Julius Wilson, The Truly Disadvantaged (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1987); and Nathan Glazer, Affinnative Discrimination: Ethnic Inequality and Public 
Policy (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1987). 

58. See, for example, Omi and Winant, Racial Fonnation; Derrick Bell, Faces at the 
Bottom of the Well: The Permanence of Racism (New York: Basic Books, 1992); and Neil 
Gotanda, "A Critique of 'Our Constitution Is Color-Blind,' " StanfordLaw Review 44, no. 1 
(1991): 1-68. 

59. For the concept of a "public transcript," see James C. Scott, Domination and the 
Arts of Resistance: Hidden Transcripts (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1990). 

60. Blanket statements about White opinionmakers are less tenable now than they 
were a century ago. When discussing contemporary events, therefore, I often distinguish 
certain White opinionmakers from others (e.g., conservatives from progressives regarding 
affirmative action). Not that such distinctions are always necessary: for example, White 
opinionmakers of all political persuasions talk about Black-Korean conflict in a similar 
way. Also, I use the "mass media" and "White opinionmakers" as synonyms in places 
because the former continues to reproduce White racial power, regardless of the fact that 
there are more journalists of color in the newsroom. 

61. See David Wellman, "The New Political Linguistics of Race," Socialist Review 16 
(1986): 43-62 and Frank Wu, "Neither Black nor White: Asian Americans and Affirmative 
Action," Boston College Third World Law Journal 15, no. 2 (Summer 1995): 225-84. 

62. Although they constitute less than 4 percent of the U.S. population, Asian Ameri­
cans are the fastest growing minority group. Their total numbers went from 3.8 million in 
1980 to over 7 million in 1990 and are projected to reach 20 million by 2020. The Asian 
American population, which is two-thirds foreign born, has diversified by national origin 
(and other measures) quite dramatically since 1965. Before 1965, Chinese Americans and 
Japanese Americans made up the majority of Asian Americans; since 1965, other East 
Asian groups, Southeast Asian groups, and Pacific Islanders have come in ever-increasing 
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discussion of the post-1965 diversification of the Asian American population by national 
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The New Asian Immigration in Los Angeles and Global Restructuring (Philadelphia: Tem­
ple University Press, 1994). 
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hiro, Margins and Mainstreams; and Ki-Taek Chun, "The Myth of Asian American Suc­
cess and Its Educational Ramifications," in Don Nakanishi and Tina Yamano Nishida, eds., 
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The Asian American Educational Experience (New York: Routledge Kegan Paul, 1995), 
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64. See Chun, 'The Myth of Asian American Success"; Bob Suzuki, "Asian Ameri­
cans as the 'Model Minority': Outdoing Whites? Or Media Hype?" Change (Novem­
berlDecember 1989): 13-19; and Won Moo Hurh and K wang-chung Kim, "The 'Success' 
Image of Asian Americans: Its Validity, and Its Practical and Theoretical Implications," 
Ethnic and Racial Studies 12, no. 4 (October 1989): 512-33. 
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American political involvement. As a result, most people have no idea that there was an 
Asian American movement in the late 1960s-1et alone that it contained a revolutionary 
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74. For a critique of the underclass myth, see Adolph Reed, Jr., 'The Underclass as 

Myth and Symbol: The Poverty of Discourse About Poverty," Radical America 24 (Janu­
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cans) have been classified as part of the underclass when their behavior controverts the 
model minority myth. Consider the case of the four Vietnamese and Chinese Vietnamese 
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1995),50-76. 

75. Although William Julius Wilson in The Truly Disadvantaged does attribute the 
formation of the Black underclass at least in part to large-scale economic processes, he 
minimizes the continuing impact of institutionalized racism. Moreover, others have inter­
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called for the expurgation of the term "underclass" from discourse about poverty. 
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78. In the film, Suzie is a hooker with a heart of gold who accepts her White boy­
friend's violence against her as a sign of his love. Nancy K wan has built her career on White 
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fantasies about and distorted constructions of Asians and Asian Americans. During the 
1980s, she appeared in paid television commercials for "Oriental Pearl Creme," insisting 
that this product was the secret to "Oriental" women's youthful appearances. 

79. Do Whites feel that affirmative action threatens their privileges? Consider the fol­
lowing U.S. News & World Report cover story from February 13, 1995: "Does Affirmative 
Action Mean ... NO WHITE MEN NEED APPLY?" 

80. See the Japanese American Citizens League, Why Asian Americans Should 
Oppose Proposition 209 (San Francisco); Chinese for Affirmative Action, Asians and 
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93. In the next issue of Newsweek, a reader wrote in with the observation that no one 
ever implied that Dorothy Hamill felt some "deep allegiance" to the land of her forefathers. 
See ibid., 7-8. 
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98. In 1991, a Fairfax, Virginia, organization called "Americans for Fair Play" sent out 
solicitation letters that read in part: 

LET'SSTOPJAPAN'SUNFAIRECONOMICWARAGAINSTAMERICA! ... TheJapaneseareat­
tempting to do economically what they could not do militarily-conquer America! ... [Ilt took an 
atomic bomb to knock some sense into the Japanese .... [Its leaders 1 conceived an incredibly bold plan 
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estate (3) purchase entertainment and educational institutions to change Western public opinion to 
more favorable Japanese views (4) "buy" significant political power in the US Senate and House and 
(5) loot United States oil and gas industries, agriculture, and manufacturing through buyouts, acquisi­
tions, and "third party" takeovers. In short, they prepared their detailed "war plan." 

See Japanese American Citizens League, The Impact of Japan-Bashing and the "Buy 
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1992). 
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100. The "Buy American" movement ignored the glaring if inconvenient fact that 
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can Studies International 32, no. 1 (April 1994): 17-30,23. 



138 POLITICS & SOCIETY 

103. Japanese American Citizens League, The Impact of Japan Bashing, 9. 
104. Hate crime statistics are notoriously unreliable since most state and local law 

enforcement agencies do not collect and record the relevant data. Indeed, police depart­
ments are often reluctant to classify hate crimes as such because they want to avoid 
unwanted publicity (and/or because one of their own members is the perpetrator). The Hate 
Crimes Statistics Act of 1990 mandates the collection of data at the federal level, but it still 
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about the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, the legislation that provided reparations to Japanese 
Americans subjected to wartime internment. Was the Civil Liberties Act a historic victory 
for Japanese Americans specifically and Asian Americans generally? Or was it yet another 
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issues, see Eric Yamamoto, "Friend, or Foe or Something Else: Social Meanings of 
Redress and Reparations," Denver Journal of International Law and Policy 20, no. 2 (Win­
ter 1992): 223-42. For general information about the Civil Liberties Act, see Leslie Hata­
miya, Righting a Wrong: Japanese Americans and the Passage of the Civil Liberties Act of 
1988 (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1993). 


